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Friday 12th July 2019 

Dear parent/ carer, 

I am writing to inform you of the staffing for the coming academic year.  

Year group  Class Teacher  Additional Adults  

Nursery  Miss Vasiliki Fountana Sam Sait 

Reception Miss Lara Bell Frances Ryan 
Joseph Andrews 

Year 1 Miss Tanika Forster Lisa Hawkins 

Year 2 Miss Ruth Forman Charlee Lawrence 
Adiatu Kebbay 

Year 3 Mr Joshua Watson Sonia Eames 
Pam Christian 

Year 4 Miss Hayley Tinmouth Linda Crowne 
Georgie Lawrence 
Janny Man  

Year 5 Miss Poppy Bienias Zulai Bah 
Lucinda Odia  

Year 6 Miss Louise Stylianou  Celeste Cameron-George 
Julia  Barrett-Mowatt 

 

Miss Grace Gladstone will continue to work out of class, delivering a number of interventions and teaching small 
groups of children as part of her Assistant Head role. 

Miss Sara-Jane Stella will continue to support us for a number of days throughout each half term; delivering on our 
exciting art projects and supporting our class teachers with the delivery of a varied art curriculum.  

Mr David Holly will be joining us as our Music teacher this year. He will continue to be employed at SJSJ for two days 
and at Gainsborough for the remaining three days each week. Mr Holly has a passion for musical instruments and we 
look forward to witnessing how he introduces this into the music curriculum here at SJSJ.  

We will continue to use the services of Badu Sports for our sports coaching and some of our after school club 
provision.  

Sadly we have to say goodbye to a few members of staff who will be leaving us at the end of this academic year.  

Jenna Clark will be leaving us at the end of this year. Jenna joined St John & St James in 2008 and was instrumental in 

setting up many of the systems and structures which helped the school to improve and to continue to be a success. 

Jenna engaged in a partnership with Gainsborough Primary School and both schools have benefitted from partnership 

working over-time. Gainsborough has joined Primary Advantage Federation and more recently, Jenna’s time has been  
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focused at Gainsborough. She has now made the difficult decision to leave St John & St James permanently and to 

continue her work at Gainsborough. Jenna will of course maintain her links with the school through her ongoing work 

with the Primary Advantage Federation. I’m sure you will want to join me in expressing our gratitude to Jenna for her 

tireless support for the school, children and families since joining us in 2008. Jenna strives for excellence and she 

leaves a legacy of excellence behind her.  

I am delighted to confirm that Jo Smith who has been Head of School and has worked very closely with Jenna has been 

appointed as Headteacher from September 2019. Jo brings a wealth of experience and in depth knowledge of the 

school and the community to the role and I wish her every success. Jo will continue to be supported by and engage 

with the federation.  

Jonathan Austen has accepted a very exciting post which sees him moving to Egypt over the summer to take up a 
teaching post in an international school there. We wish you the very best of luck and hope that you come to visit us 
when you return to the UK!  

Sarah Meers made the decision to move out of London whilst she was on maternity leave. While she loves the school; 
the journey in and out of London everyday has proven not to be so much fun! She is however going to continue 
teaching in a new school that is much closer to her new house; we wish you the very best of luck in your new role and 
we will miss you very much! 

Shakira Ley has been with us at SJSJ for almost five years. During the past year, she has been training to become a 
teacher; she has now successfully passed her training period and is moving into her very first teaching role in a school 
a little down the road in Walthamstow. You will be amazing and we will miss you lots! 

Maria Fort has also moved out of London and will be taking up a teaching role closer to home from September. Thank 
you for your contribution to the music curriculum at SJSJ. We wish you lots of success in your new role!  

Jake Macantsionnaigh will be returning to Gainsborough in September. Mr Mac has been a member of the team for 
two years now and has worked with children across KS2; you will be missed but I’m sure our paths will cross at school 
federation events.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at the school for their hard work, dedication and 
commitment to SJSJ over the past year and I’d like to wish all of our leavers the very best in their new roles. 

Please be sure to introduce yourself to your child’s new teacher and the other adults working in their classrooms from 
September. We hope to see you all at the Leaver’s Service at St Luke’s Church on Wednesday 17th July at 9.15am.  

We hope that you have a wonderful summer and we look forward to seeing you in the new academic year! 

 


